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Summary of the call for a research project proposal
For the second year, eight young and talented researchers of each of the eight research institutes of Amsterdam UMC will get the opportunity of receiving an Amsterdam University Fund Startstipendium of max. €25.000 to bring their professional career a step further. Please note that the grant can be used for hiring of personnel or buying of equipment for the project, but cannot be used for your own salary or appointment, and that regular overhead costs will be charged for costs budgeted to hire personnel. The awarded grants will be administered by the Amsterdam Research BV (currently named AMR BV). A similar call for an educational project proposal makes use of a different application form; this document only concerns the call for a research project proposal.
This grant is offered by the Spinoza fund that is accommodated and managed by the Amsterdam University Fund (AUF). Research project proposals will be assessed by an Amsterdam UMC selection committee that will advise the research institutes on who to nominate to the board of the AUF. Applicants need a statement of support from their department head. Later in the process, the projects that are nominated to the AUF (one per research institute) will be accompanied by a support letter of the research institute board in which they are embedded, that will be requested by the coordinator of the Startstipendium. Applicants do not need to approach their research institute. 

The Amsterdam University Fund and Amsterdam UMC take their respective Gender Equality Plans and Diversity & Inclusion policies into consideration during the selection procedure (GEP/D&I Amsterdam UMC – GEP/D&I University of Amsterdam). 
Conditions for application
Your application needs to meet the following conditions (see also: eligibility criteria) in order to be taken into consideration:

· The application must be complete and written in English;

· The application form should be filled out and submitted via the webform on the website of the Startstipendium:  https://www.amsterdamumc.org/en/about/organization/startstipendium-for-young-talents-from-the-amsterdam-university-fund.htm, including the budget table, your CV, proof of PhD graduation, and support letter of the department head;
· You have a temporary contract with the Stichting Amsterdam UMC or the Amsterdam Research BV (AMR) , during which you will execute the proposed project;

· You are affiliated with one of the research institutes of Amsterdam UMC
 and indicate which research institute your project will be embedded in;

· The project proposal is submitted on or before July 4th.
Planning
· Mid-May 2024: Call on Tulpintranet, the Researchwebsite of Amsterdam UMC (Startstipendium for Young Talents from the Amsterdam University Fund (amsterdamumc.org)) and of the Amsterdam University Fund of the University of Amsterdam, in newsletters of the research institutes, the Postdocnetwork, Amsterdam Research BV, and the Yellow Pages (grant newsletter).
· July 4th 2024: deadline application.

· July-August: assessment by the Amsterdam UMC Selection Committee and nomination of one applicant per research institute.

· First half of September: nomination and letter of support from each of the research institute boards, requested by the Amsterdam UMC coordinator of the Startstipendium, to be sent to the board of the Amsterdam University Fund. Do not approach the research institutes yourself.
· Mid-October: expected decision by the Board of the Amsterdam University Fund and notification of the awarded Startstipendia to the selected applicants and research institutes.

· November 2024: communication of awarded Startstipendia to the broader public.

Contact address
Contact persons for questions on behalf of the Amsterdam University Fund for Amsterdam UMC:
Dr. Hannerieke van der Boom, Drs. Tobias Bartman (both Research Policy Office) and Dr. Harm van Baar (Research Grant Support), via: rs-startstipendiumAUF@amsterdamumc.nl. 
Privacy Policy 

By taking part in the application procedure, you agree to share your personal details (CV) with the committee, reviewers and research policy officer. We (Amsterdam UMC Research Policy Office) will process your information confidentially and solely in the context of the grant. We will store your proposal and CV for a limited time (max. 6 years) before deleting the files. 

Eligibility criteria

Immediately after you have submitted your application, there will be a first eligibility check by the coordinators of the Startstipendium of Amsterdam UMC, on behalf of the Amsterdam University Fund (AUF). You will be informed whether your application will progress to the next steps. This decision is based on the following eligibility criteria: 

· It concerns an innovative, independent project with a maximum duration of two years that will be performed during your appointment at Amsterdam UMC.

· The applicant is a young talented scientist who obtained a PhD degree less than five years before the application date (the date on the PhD degree is decisive). 

· Applicants have a temporary contract with the Stichting Amsterdam UMC or the AMR (during the course of this year named Amsterdam Research BV). Applicants who have a permanent employment contract or guest appointment cannot apply. Permanent contracts at the Amsterdam Research BV with an end date are considered temporary contracts.
· Submitted proposals can be either educational or research projects. The call for educational projects follows a different route (see the website). This application form only concerns research projects, that can be the first step towards future more extensive applications at NWO, ERC or other grant organizations.

· It is of importance to make clear why no other financing options are available for the applied project. 

· An applicant can only be involved in one application. If the applicant is involved in several applications, these proposals will not be taken into consideration by the selection committee. 
· The applicant has not obtained a Starter Grant.
· Researchers of Amsterdam UMC should be affiliated to one, or a maximum of two research institutes of Amsterdam UMC. In their project proposal, applicants should select one of the following institutes to be nominated from to the Amsterdam University Fund:

· Cancer Center Amsterdam

· Amsterdam Cardiovascular Sciences

· Amsterdam Gastroenterology Endocrinology Metabolism

· Amsterdam institute for Immunology and Infectious Diseases
· Amsterdam Reproduction & Development

· Amsterdam Movement Sciences

· Amsterdam Public Health

· Amsterdam Neuroscience
==================================================================================

Part 2: Application form Round 2 - 2024
	Contents

	1. Applicant details

	2. Project proposal
	Size
	Specification

	A. Summary
	About 250 words
	In, for non-colleagues/peers, understandable language

	B. Project description
	Max. 1.000 words, excluding references, max. 3 illustrations (tables/graphs/pictures)
	Format:

1. Title project 

2. Context

3. Problem statement and aim of the project

4. Methods 

5. Expected results 

6. Implications and relevance

7. Planning/timeframe incl. startdate and expected enddate

	C. Budget
	Table + Explanation of max. one paragraph
	Clear explanation as to why the project cannot be financed in a different way and is particularly suited for this Startstipendium

	D. Embedding (affiliation) in research institute
	Choice of 1 institute

Max. 75 words
	· Research institute from which the application is supported

· Explanation of alignment with the research institute’s profile

	E. CV and appendices:

· Curriculum Vitæ1
· Appendix 1

· Appendix 2
· Appendix 3 (later in the process)
	Max. 2 pages
1 page (pdf)

1 page (pdf)

1 page (pdf)
	· Incl. date and university of PhD graduation
· Proof of PhD degree (e.g. copy of relevant page from thesis, 

or University registry, or official statement of bureau Academic Ceremonies of intended graduation date)
· Statement of support from your head of department

· NB A statement of support from the affiliated research institute board will be requested by the coordinators of the Startstipendium round. Please do not approach the research institutes yourself!

	3. Accountability

	4. Selection procedure

	5. Statement of applicant


1 Minimum font size 11 Calibri or Times New Roman, minimum margin size 2.5cm all directions.
Page count includes figures and tables. You may remove instructions (p. 1 – 3). References can be placed in the footnotes.
1 Applicant details
The fields in this part with * are required, other fields are optional
*Last name:  
*First name: 
*All initials: 
  Prepositions (e.g. van, van de): 
*Title(s) (e.g. Dr. MD, Ir): 
*Department: 

*Email address: 
  Telephone: 

*Current function and type of contract (e.g. researcher-3, lecturer, postdoc): 
*Current contract startdate and enddate: 
*Appointed at: Stichting Amsterdam UMC / Amsterdam Research BV / Other, namely (must be part of Amsterdam UMC): 
*Work location: AMC / VUmc / other: 

*Personnel number: 
*PhD doctorate degree (dd/mm/yy): 

  Preferred language of correspondence: English/Dutch 

  Link to webprofile (Pure, LinkedIn): 
*Title of the proposed project:

*Type of proposed project (choose): Research project / Research into education / Educational project
*Estimated start date of project:
*Estimated duration of the project: .. months (max. 24).
Describe the innovative character of the proposed project and why it cannot be financed in a different way:
(maximum 150 words) 
If you identify yourself as belonging to a group that is underrepresented at Amsterdam UMC and the University of Amsterdam in the sense of cultural or gender diversity, please describe how you identify yourself as such:
(maximum 150 words) 
2 Project proposal (innovative, research or education)
Title of the proposed project:
A. Summary 

(About 250 words)

· In, for non-colleagues/peers, understandable language, in English as well as in Dutch. 

· NB This will also be used for communication purposes (e.g. Tulpintranet, website) if your project is awarded.
B. Project description 

(Max. 1.000 words) 

Format:

1. Title project 

2. Context

3. Problem statement and aim of the project

4. Methods 

5. Expected results 

6. Implications and relevance

7. Planning/timeframe incl. startdate and expected enddate

C. Budget

(Table + max. one paragraph explanation)

This paragraph is an essential prerequisite. If the budget is unclear or contains non-budgetary costs, the committee can decide not to take the proposal into consideration. It is important to contact your project controller or financial advisor for drawing up the budget budgeting: Suez: Contactpersonen (amc.nl). Make sure your budget advisor is aware that the grant money cannot be used for your own salary, but can be used for hiring of personnel or buying of equipment for the project. 
· A maximum of € 25.000 per proposed project can be applied for, with a project duration of maximum two years. 

· The Amsterdam Research BV will administer your project for Amsterdam UMC. 
· The applicant must already have a (temporary) appointment with Amsterdam UMC or the Amsterdam Research BV during which the project is performed. The funding cannot be used to finance one’s own salary or own appointment (hiring someone for your other research, education or clinical obligations, so that you can spend time on the proposed project’s activities is allowed, see below).  

· Both material (e.g. software, equipment, gear) and personnel expenses are eligible for funding (people, hiring of personnel for the use of facilities, hiring personnel to perform part of the project or alleviate you you’re your other research/educational activities). If you plan to hire personnel, the regular overhead costs apply and must be budgeted (pension and social security contributions, etc). In case of laboratory tests which can be performed internally, no higher amounts than the actual costs may be budgeted. Please consult your budget advisor.
· In case the researcher leaves Amsterdam UMC before the end of the Startstipendium, the remaining budget reverts back to Amsterdam UMC for any ongoing obligations; the remainder will be transferred back to the Spinoza Fund of the Amsterdam University Fund.

· Provide a clear specification of the costs, without provisional amounts or unclear estimations. 

· Provide an explanation as to why the project you propose cannot be financed in a different way and your project is particularly suited for this Startstipendium.

Suggestions for spending of the Startstipendium (non-exhaustive list):

· Making yourself available for the project by hiring personnel (e.g. student assistant, lab assistant) to execute your other (teaching, research, lab) obligations during the Stipendium project period (maximum of 2 years) 

· Salary costs (including overhead costs) towards supporting personnel to work on the project (e.g. technician, student-assistant).
· Costs for facilities, (lab or other) tests, devices, etc. 

· Trainings for the purpose of the project.

	Type
	Budget allocated
	Justification

	Personnel expenses (salary of support personnel)
	
	

	Consumables (please specify, examples are provided above)
	
	

	Outreach activities
	
	

	Publications
	
	

	Other (please specify)
	
	

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	


D. Embedding (affiliation) in research institute

· Research institute that will nominate your proposal to the Amsterdam University Fund with a statement of support and in which the project will be embedded (select only one):
· Cancer Center Amsterdam

· Amsterdam Cardiovascular Sciences

· Amsterdam Gastroenterology Endocrinology Metabolism

· Amsterdam institute for Immunology and Infectious Diseases Amsterdam Reproduction & Development

· Amsterdam Movement Sciences

· Amsterdam Public Health

· Amsterdam Neuroscience

· Explanation of alignment of your project with the research institute’s profile (max. 75 words)
E. Documents to upload: Curriculum Vitae and Appendices

(Max. 2 pages CV, minimum font size 11 Calibri or Times New Roman, minimum margin size 2.5cm)
· Summary of your CV, mentioning the PhD graduation date (less than five years before the submission of the application, the date on the PhD degree is decisive) and university where the PhD graduation took place.

· Appendix 1 (1 page, pdf): Proof of PhD degree (e.g. copy of relevant page from thesis, or University registry, or official statement of bureau Academic Ceremonies of intended graduation date). The date on the PhD degree is decisive.

· Appendix 2 (1 page, pdf): Statement of support from your head of department.

· Later in the process and will be taken care of by the coordinators of the Startstipendium: Appendix 3 (1 page, pdf); only if your proposal has been selected by the Selection Committee, a Statement of embedding/affiliation from the director(s) of the research institute will be sent to the AUF, indicating their support to perform the research within the institute.
3. Accountability
When this grant is obtained, we expect your involvement and transparency in the following way:

· You will inform the Amsterdam University Fund periodically about the developments in your research, as indicated in the awarding letter. 

· Furthermore, provide a report in laymen’s terms at the end of your project term. This report needs to be textual as well as visual, i.e. provided with visual material to illustrate the results and expected impact of your research.

· In publications of your research results, you need to always mention the Amsterdam University Fund Startstipendium.

· You explicitly agree to the AUF to make adjustments to your reports (editorial; after consultation and in agreement), to share with third parties (via website, newsletters, etc.) and to make use of these for other promotional purposes. With this, we support you to spread your work and increase your scientific and societal impact.
4. Assessment and planning
An Amsterdam UMC Selection committee, consisting of researchers from each of the research institutes will assess the applications in July/August. Applicants must be affiliated
 with the research institute concerned and be supported by their director(s). In September, the selected projects will be sent for approval to the Board of the Amsterdam University Fund who will decide mid-October 2024.

The selection committee will assess the following criteria:

· The scientific importance and innovative character of the project

· The clarity of the problem statement

· The appropriateness of the chosen methodology

· Whether the CV of the applicant fits the ambitions of the project

· An adequate budget (see requirements above).
5 Statement of applicant 
I have filled out this application out truthfully and agree with the conditions as stated in the call and the application form.
Date: dd/mm/yyyy, Name:
Contact address
Contact for Amsterdam UMC in case of questions: rs-startstipendiumAUF@amsterdamumc.nl (Hannerieke van der Boom, Harm van Baar, Tobias Bartman)
The button to the online application form to submit your application will be added to the Startstipendium website in the course of June. 
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Hannerieke van der Boom, Harm van Baar, Tobias Bartman
Coordinators of Amsterdam UMC for the Amsterdam University Fund Startstipendium
Research Policy Office & Research Grant Support office

Research Support
Email: rs-startstipendiumAUF@amsterdamumc.nl 

� In line with Amsterdam UMC policy, every researcher is affiliated to at least one, or a maximum of two research institutes. This will be checked in AMC-Pure or VUmc-Pure. If you are not registered yet, please contact the � HYPERLINK "https://intranet.vumc.nl/afdelingen-themas-1/pure/departments.htm" �contact person for Pure of the department� asap to register this in Pure, and contact the research institute(s) of your choice via �HYPERLINK "https://www.amsterdamumc.org/en/research/institutes.htm"��the website of the research institutes�.


� In line with Amsterdam UMC policy, every researcher is affiliated to at least one, or a maximum of two research institutes. This will be checked in AMC-Pure or VUmc-Pure. If you are not registered yet, please contact the � HYPERLINK "https://intranet.vumc.nl/afdelingen-themas-1/pure/departments.htm" �contact person for Pure of the department� asap to register this in Pure, and contact the research institute(s) of your choice via �HYPERLINK "https://www.amsterdamumc.org/en/research/institutes.htm"��the website of the research institutes�. 
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