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1. Background

3 EC(76 hr)
2020 — now
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English and Dutch
Amsterdam UMC, dept. of Ethics, Law and Humanities
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English, Dutch
dr. Petra Verdonk, p.verdonk@amsterdamumc.nl

dr. Maaike Muntinga, m.muntinga@amsterdamumc.nl

Saskia Duijs, MSc s.duijs@amsterdamumc.nl

Access to a comprehensive syllabus with key publications in the field
of Intersectionality & Health (1 EC); two training days (1 EC) of
engaged learning about intersectionality as a theory and
methodology in public health through lectures, group work, working
on own research; writing an individual essay (1 EC).

Intersectionality is an up-and-coming approach to study health inequalities among social groups.

Intersectionality posits that social identity factors, such as gender/sex, ethnicity/race, class, sexual
orientation, religion and so on, determine health disparities through the way in which these
identities are linked to inequalities at the socio-structural level. Applying intersectionality theory to
research activities requires critical consciousness, theoretical and methodological knowledge, and
particular analytical and reflexive skills. This two-day, entry-level training course offers participants
an introduction in intersectional thinking and doing. Through access to a specialized syllabus,
interactive sessions with peers, and individual feedback on a writing assignment, students get
acquainted with intersectionality as a framework for health and social innovation. Participants get
the opportunity to directly advance their theoretical and methodological skills by directly applying
intersectionality to their research projects.

2. Objectives

After the course, participants:
1. have an overview of key publications in the field of Intersectional public health;
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2. can explain and apply intersectional concepts (i.e. difference and sameness, power and
oppression, inequity and inequality, and sensitivity and bias), as well as identify intersectional
research approaches (i.e. research question and design, sampling and recruitment procedures,
sensitivity of measurement instruments, analyses (statistics, qualitative approaches));

3. apply an intersectional approach to their own research projects; this includes taking a critical
stance towards their own social position and its implications for research questions and analytical
frameworks (intersectional reflexivity);

4. write an essay about intersectionality in (public health) research

3. Background

The course includes (1) a syllabus with 28 hours of essential and seminal papers about
intersectionality theory and its application to public health research, which provides participants with
an overview of past and current publications in the field of intersectionality and public health; (2)
two online or offline training sessions, two preparatory group assignments, and a follow-up group
meeting; (3) an essay that will be reviewed and graded by the course instructors (pass/fail).

4, Target group

The course is particularly suited for researchers involved in public health research, social sciences &
health, and applied biomedical sciences. In addition, this course is of interest to researchers with a
special interest in social and health justice, research integrity, and research quality and validity.

5. Requirements for admission

Eligible participants are junior researchers, early-career researchers or PhD researchers in the field of
(public) health. APH researchers have priority and receive the course discount of 10%. The course will
be taught in either Dutch or English, participants should have sufficient Dutch or English language
skills.

6. Course material

Participants read from a syllabus with 28 hours of reading material about intersectionality. This
syllabus will be distributed before the start of the training sessions. In addition, participants receive
written course information such as the course program and assignments by email. The course
material will also be shared via the digital learning environment SharePoint. Participants gain access
to the SharePoint after admission.

7. Examination

Participants pass this course if they carried out the preparatory assignments, participated in the two
sessions, and passed their essay.

8. Accreditation
A declaration of participation to the course will be handed after completing the preparatory
assignments, sufficiently attending the two training sessions, and passing the essay assignment.



9. Course program

1. Syllabus ‘Intersectionality in public health research’, consisting of the following articles: (277 pages)
The syllabus contains foundation theoretical and methodological literature from the field of
intersectionality. We included both interdisciplinary texts as well as texts that are relevant for a
public health and health research audience. The concepts, approaches and contestations presented
in these publications will be integrated in the training program. Participants will use the syllabus as a
source of scientific references to write their essay. See Appendix for the Syllabus details.

In addition to the Syllabus, participants will be recommended other pivotal scientific sources, such as
the podcast ‘Why Intersectionality Captivates Early Career Public Health Folks" January 2021, in
English: https://ajph.aphapublications.org/podcasts.

N

. Online or offline training program, consisting of
1 hour introductory group meeting and preparatory assignment briefing

2 training days with focus on theory, methodology and reflexivity

1,5 hour follow-up group meeting

3. Essay assignment

Participants individually write an essay on the application of intersectionality in their own research
field.

Conditions:

- Max. 2500 words

- Format: Introduction/background, Chapters, Discussion, Conclusion

- Atleast 10 scientific references

- Essays will be graded with a pass/fail.

Details: Participants will be addressing the intersectionality to their field of study. They will use
literature from the syllabus and search their own literature to answer a methodological, theoretical
or empirical question. The focus of the essay could be a knowledge gap, problem or challenge in the
participant’s field, but might also consist of a theoretical dilemma or investigation, a reflexive or self-
investigative exploration, or a literature review. The essays will be evaluated by the trainers and
participants will receive individual feedback.

Examples of questions that participants can address in this essay are:

- What are the main health disparities in my field, and which aspects of identity play a role in the
production and maintenance of these disparities?

- How can intersectionality be applied as a mode of critical reflexivity in my field, and what would
the field gain from it?

- What are the experiences of [social group] with [health issue] in my field?

- Which methodological challenges exist when applying intersectionality to the investigation of my
field, and how can these problems be approached?

- Which social groups are overlooked in my research field, why, and what are the consequences?

- How do institutionalized power differences play a role in [health problem] in my field?

- What are sources of social identity bias in my field, and which processes keep these biases in
place?
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