
Grant support for conference attendance or training visit to another institute for MSc. students, PhD candidates and Postdoc researchers

Open call
The Rehabilitation & Development Programme of Amsterdam Movement Sciences Research Institute


1. Background

The programme Rehabilitation & Development aims to optimize physical performance of individuals, including children, with musculoskeletal injuries, neurological disorders and chronic diseases affecting movement abilities.

Themes that are covered:

1. Rehabilitation addresses pathologies that affect the musculoskeletal and central and/or peripheral nervous system resulting in movement impairments, associated disability at Function, Activities and Participation levels. The focus lies on stroke, multiple sclerosis, movement disorders/Parkinson’s Disease, neuromuscular diseases, hospital-acquired disorders, and diabetic foot disease.

2. Development addresses the normal motor and musculoskeletal development of children during growth into adulthood and the development of children with disorders. The focus lies on cerebral palsy, premature born infants, scoliosis, and connective tissue disorders.

The consequences of disorders become apparent at the three WHO-ICF levels of functioning: (1) impairments in function of body structures (tissues and organs), (2) limitations in functional activities, (3) restrictions in participation in society. Translational research comprises all these three levels and their interrelationships to understand and improve movement, mobility and physical performance in the context of personal and environmental factors.

Research is focused on the biological mechanisms underlying declines in physical performance and the effect of interventions preventing/reducing these declines, diagnosis and prediction of declines in physical performance and the underlying impairments, and efficacy and (cost-)effectiveness of interventions to prevent/reduce declines in physical performance.


2. Grant support for conference attendance or training visit

1.1 Objective
Within the Rehabilitation & Development Programme, we support (Research) MSc students, PhD candidates and postdocs affiliated with Amsterdam Movement Sciences in gaining experience in acquiring academic skills. Project funding is not always sufficient to cover the costs of attending (international) conferences or for an (international) training visit to another institute, center, lab, university or hospital for training. Therefore, the Programme offers a financial contribution towards conference expenses or training visit, to be held or conducted in 2026 - Q1-2027. The aim is to allow MSc students, PhD candidates and postdocs to attend an (international) conference and to present and
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discuss their work with colleagues in the field, or to visit another (international) institute for specific training in the field of rehabilitation (medicine) or associated disciplines.

1.2 Applicants
The applicants are Research MSc students Human Movement Sciences or MSc students of medicine, PhD candidates or postdoctoral researchers employed at Amsterdam UMC or VU, in a department participating in Amsterdam Movement Sciences and/ or are supervised by a member of the AMS Rehabilitation & Development programme. Priority will be given to conferences or training visits directly linked to the field of Rehabilitation & Development.

1.3 Period
The Rehabilitation & Development Programme will provide financial support for an (international) congress / training visit held between Q3 2026 and Q1 2027, but the costs to be claimed need to have been incurred before December 15th 2026.
1.4 Budget
The maximum budget that can be applied for per researcher is €2,000, and should be specified based on the expected costs for the conference or training visit. A minimum of 8 researchers will receive financial support from the Rehabilitation & Development Programme to contribute to congress, travel and accommodation costs. Note: The funds must be allocated to the applicant before December 15, 2026.

1.5 Compulsory criteria
Applicants must concur with the following criteria:
1) Student registration at the VU/UvA or employment at Amsterdam UMC or VU in a department participating in Amsterdam Movement Sciences and/or supervision by a member of the AMS-Rehabilitation & Development programme.
2) Support letter is signed by the principal supervisor.
3) If concerning a training visit to another institute, an invitation letter from the host institute should be submitted
4) The applicant must be correctly affiliated with at least one (max two) of the AMS research programmes in the PURE output registration system (not applicable to (Research) MSc students).

3. Open call
Applicants should submit the following documents:
1) The application form with all sections completed and signed;
2) A support letter signed by the principal supervisor confirming the intended congress;
3) If concerning a training visit, an invitation letter from the host institute.

The deadline for submissions is 21st August 2026, 23:59 hrs (CET). Save your application as: Surname, Initial_name of city you will visit. E.g.: Bloggs, J_Utrecht 
The application should be uploaded as one PDF to THIS link. 

The Rehabilitation & Development Programme Board will determine if the submitted applications meet the established criteria and whether the applications align with the goals of the Rehabilitation & Development Programme. If more eligible applications are submitted than the available funding, the board keeps the option open for a lottery. We expect to share the outcome by 1st September 2026.
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Grant support for conference attendance or training visits to other institute for MSc students, PhD candidates and postdoc researchers
Application form

1. Personal Details

	Academic title(s)
	

	Surname
	

	First name
	

	Email address work
	

	Institution, faculty and department
	

	(preliminary) Title of (MSc or PhD) thesis:
University of PhD project: (estimated) Date of PhD thesis defence:
	


2. Principal supervisor

	Academic title(s)
	

	Surname
	

	First name
	

	Email address work
	

	Faculty and department
	



3. Congress details

	Name of Congress

	

	Date

	

	City / Country

	

	Abstract (to be) submitted

	

	Relevance to the objectives of the Rehabilitation & Development program (max 100 words)

	



4. Training visit to another institute

	Name of host institute


	

	Date / period: 

	

	City / Country


	

	Purpose of the visit and visit plan (max 100 words)

	

	Relevance to the objectives of the Rehabilitation & Development program (max 100 words)

	



5. Congress / (lab) visit details and budget

	Reasons for the congress / (lab) visit (max 100 words)

	

	Duration of the visit (including intended start and end date)

	

	Details of the financial support requested

	

	



6. Signatures

	Place
	Date
	Signature applicant

	

	

	





	Place
	Date
	Signature principal supervisor

	

	

	



Necessary additional documents:
1. Support letter signed by the principal supervisor confirming the intended congress visit
2. Invitation letter from the host institute if concerning a training visit
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